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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, Crazy Cat East Deep Horizontal Project  

Environmental Assessment (EA), WY-070-EA13-028 

Bureau of Land Management, Buffalo Field Office, Wyoming 

 

 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI). Based on the information in the EA, WY-070-

EA13-028, which BLM incorporates here by reference; it is my determination that: 1) the implementation 

of Alternative B will not have significant environmental impacts beyond those addressed in the Buffalo 

Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 1985, and the Powder River Basin (PRB) FEIS, 2003, to 

which this EA tiers; 2) Alternative B conforms to the Buffalo Field Office (BFO) Resource Management 

Plan (RMP) (1985, 2001, 2003, 2011); 3) Alternative B does not constitute a major federal action having 

a significant effect on the human environment; and 4) BLM tiers the Crazy Cat East (CCE) NEPA 

analysis, WY-070-EA13-028 to these NEPA analyses found in Appendix C (incorporated here by 

reference) because these are senior, broader analyses covering the same area or a substantially similar 

area; they describe substantially similar existing situations and developments; and BLM finds that the 

conditions and environmental effects analyzed therein remain substantially similar to those in the CCE 

EA. Therefore, an environmental impact statement (EIS) is not necessary and will not be prepared. BLM 

bases this finding on consideration of the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) criteria for 

significance (40 CFR 1508.27), both with regard to the context and to the intensity of the impacts 

described in the EA, and on Interior Department Order 3310. 

 

CONTEXT. Mineral development is a common land use in the PRB. The PRB FEIS reasonably 

foreseeable development analyzed the development of 54,200 gas and oil wells. The additional 

development described in Alternative B is insignificant in the national, regional, and local contexts. 

 

INTENSITY. The implementation of Alternative B will result in beneficial effects in energy and revenue 

production; however, there will also be adverse effects to the environment. Design features and mitigation 

measures included in Alternative B will minimize adverse environmental effects. The preferred 

alternative does not pose a significant risk to public health and safety. The geographic area of project does 

not contain unique characteristics identified in the 1985 RMP, 2003 PRB FEIS, or other legislative or 

regulatory processes. BLM used relevant scientific literature and professional expertise in preparing the 

EA. The scientific community is reasonably consistent with their conclusions on environmental effects 

relative to oil and gas development. Research findings on the nature of the environmental effects are not 

highly controversial or uncertain, and do not involve unique or unknown risks.  

 

The PRB FEIS predicted and analyzed oil and gas development. While the nature of the proposed action 

minimally expands (a deep horizontal development) on those predicted and analyzed in that document, 

the BLM’s analysis through the EA shows the effects from this type of development are consistent with 

the effects analyzed and predicted in the PRB FEIS. In particular, though the proposed action would 

require a larger well pad size (ranging from 8 to 14 acres) than well pads for conventional vertical wells 

analyzed in the PRB FEIS (5.5 acres), the use of horizontal wellbores would allow the proponent to 

access more of the oil and gas resource from a single well. The use of horizontal wellbores may, 

therefore, result in less surface disturbance and fewer disruptive activities than development of the same 

resource using conventional vertical wellbore developments analyzed in the PRB FEIS. The selected 

alternative does not establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects.  

 

The selected alternative will not have any anticipated effects that would threaten a violation of federal, 

state, or local law or requirements imposed for the protection of the environment. The project area is 

clearly lacking in wilderness characteristics as it is amidst mineral developments. No threatened or 

endangered species listed under the Endangered Species Act or their designated critical habitat will be 
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adversely affected.  Approximately 80% of the project area was surveyed for cultural resources, and 31 

sites determined to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places were identified. 

APC committed to complete a Class III cultural resource inventory for any areas not adequately addressed 

by the existing surveys prior to any construction activities. Because the precise location of the wells and 

facilities associated with the proposed action are unknown at this time, potential effects to cultural and 

historic resources would be addressed during well siting and subsequent site-specific analysis.  

 

A portion of the project area is within 2 miles of the Pumpkin Buttes Traditional Cultural Property; 

however, the proposal does not include development in this area. Should APC decide to develop wells 

and facilities in that area in the future that action could be subject to additional stipulations and would 

include appropriate consultation between the BLM, the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO), and affected tribes. 

 

Alternative B would not result in the surface discharge of produced water and would not adversely affect 

surface or groundwater resources. The proposal includes cementing casing for wellbores from the surface 

to down to a depth below the deepest known fresh water aquifer to avoid contamination of groundwater 

during well drilling and completion (hydraulic fracturing) operations. Operators would dispose of 

produced water in existing commercial disposal wells. Effects from an increase in vehicle traffic from the 

proposed action were consistent with the effects analyzed and disclosed in the PRB FEIS.  

 

The proposal cumulatively contributes to the potential for local extirpation of Greater Sage-Grouse, yet its 

effect is acceptable because it is outside core habitats and is within the parameters of the PRB FEIS and 

ROD and current BLM and Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse conservation strategies. The proposed action 

may also cumulatively contribute to a continuing decline in mule deer and migratory bird populations, 

however, these effects are within the parameters of the PRB FEIS and ROD. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND APPEAL. This finding is subject to administrative review 

according to 43 CFR 3165. Request for administrative review of this finding must include information 

required under 43 CFR 3165.3(b) (State Director Review), including all supporting documentation. Such 

a request must be filed in writing with the State Director, Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box 1828, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82003, no later than 20 business days after this FONSI is received or considered to 

have been received. Parties adversely affected by the State Director’s finding may appeal that finding to 

the Interior Board of Land Appeals, as provided in 43 CFR 3165.4. 
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